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Title:  How to Clip a Dog’s Toenails

Introduction

Hook:  How many of you have a dog?   Do you take your dog to groom shop to have their nails clipped? Most pet owners are scared to clip their dogs’ nails.  I was scared, too, until I learned how to do it safely.  It’s not really that hard to learn. And you can save you a lot of money by doing your own clipping. 
Thesis:  You can safely clip your own dog’s nails if you follow a few important steps. 
Preview: 

1. Anatomy of the nail



 2. Tools


                3. Trimming the nail.
[Transition:  Let’s start by looking at the anatomy of a dog’s nails.]
Body
I. You need to understand the anatomy of the nail before you can clip your dog safely. 


A. Dew claws- 1 to 3" above inside feet



B. Casing



C. The “quick”- blood vessel inside the toenail.



1. show photo 
                
          
2.Black nails and colored nails.


 
3. Recession of the quick. ( cite source:  Tiffany Crawford, Pet groomer)


[Transition:  Now that we’ve seen the basic anatomy of the nail, I’ll tell you what tools to use.]


II. The grooming tools you choose make a big difference.


A. Scissor-type nail clippers



Show scissors




Characteristics of cutting blade




Types of clippers to avoid


B. Styptic Gel  (cite source:  Amanda Vaness, veterinarian)



chemical characteristics




stems bleeding (clots)



avoid sliver nitrate – painful! 




C. Optional nail file 




Show nail file



reduces snagging
[Transition:  Once you have your tools, you’re ready how to clip your best friend’s nails.]


III. If you follow the right steps, you can trim the nail safely. 


A. Safest position   (source:  Tiffany Crawford)



Bend back under dog’s body



Increases bonding


B. Insert nail into scissor



 45 degree angle



C. Take small clips 



1.  Until 2 millimeters from “quick”




(1/2 width of pencil)



1.  White nails  -  until the pink color




2.  Black nails  -  until you see dark shiny circle.



D. If nail bleeds apply Quick Stop.



E. Reward dog!!
Conclusion:

Trimming your dog’s nails is very important. It can become a bonding time for you and your pooch. Now that you know how to do it yourself, you can save lots of money and trips to the groomers.
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